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Distribution of Merremia Weeds (Convolvulaceae) in Sugarcane Plantation of Khon Kaen

Province
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Abstract:

Infestations of climbing vine weeds in sugarcane fields of Khon Kaen Province have reduced the
operational efficiency of mechanical sugarcane harvesters. This study assessed the distribution and identify species
of climbing vine weeds of the genus Merremia in sugarcane fields of Khon Kaen Province. Surveys were conducted
from October 2024 to September 2025 using a detection survey approach across 50 sugarcane fields. Two
Merremia species were identified: Merremia gemella (Burm.f.) Hallier f. and Merremia hederacea (Burm.f.) Hallier
f., with relative frequencies of 6% and 14% respectively. Diagnostic morphological traits distinguishing the two
species included the surface characteristics of the outer sepals and size of corolla. In addition, other climbing vine
weed species were recorded, including jpomoea obscura (L.) Ker Gawl., lpomoea nil (L.) Roth and Distimake

cissoides (Lam.) A.R. Simdes & Staples.
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